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Strata aggregates the indicators into the hotspot map
using the Convergence of Evidence methodology devel-
oped by the EU’'s Joint Research Centre. The data and
results are open access with clearly annotated scripts
of the algorithms through Google Earth Engine.

For each indicator, the STRATA methodology (FIGURE 2.6)
uses a threshold to determine where conditions reach
stress levels. These thresholds vary according to the
indicator and are classified as: (i) Absolute thresholds,

where a fixed value is set as a threshold that determines
when particular stresses are experienced; this value is
fixed across all locations; (ii) Thresholds relative to past
conditions, where the threshold is set to flag conditions
that are significantly different from historical conditions;
and (iii) Thresholds relative to other locations: where
data is only available at one point in time or is updated
very infrequently, thresholds are set to flag the locations
with the values corresponding to the highest level of
stress or vulnerability across the selected area.

FIGURE 2.6: DESCRIPTION OF EACH STEP IN STRATA'S METHODOLOGY.
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Through these 3 pillars Strata highlights areas where the indicators
overlap and where they coincide with vulnerable populations

Risk Assessment

Source: unepstrata.org
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Users can use Strata to:

X ldentify hotspots where environmental vulnerabilities
intersect with historical conflicts at local and national
scales.

X Prioritize areas for intervention through climate
adaptation, natural resource management, and
peacebuilding programs.

X Design conflict-sensitive interventions that address
environmental challenges while considering local
social dynamics.

X Monitor and evaluate the impact of interventions
for adaptive management and informed decision
making.

By leveraging Strata for analysis and decision making,
users are better equipped to address complex chal-
lenges and promote resilience among vulnerable com-
munities, countries, and regions.



